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IMPORTANT DEADLINES TO REMEMBER 

If you have items for the Newsletter, Please call or email the office by Wednesday 
May 23rd for the June Newsletter. 
Bulletin items need to be into the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday 
you wish it to appear.  

To avoid confusion, please send information for the bulletin and newsletter to the church of-
fice via email at  presbji@paulbunyan.net.  If you don’t have email, call the office  at 444-
5016  or stop  by the office during office hours, Monday—Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Pastoral Care 
If you or someone you know is in the hospital, please give the church a call and let us know. 
Because of the privacy laws now in place, pastors can no longer have access to files. We’ll be 
glad to visit you.  If you’ve been ill at home and would like to talk with a pastor, let us know 
that also. If you would like communion brought to you, let us know.  If you’d like to talk over 
some personal issues or seek    
pastoral help, let us know. We  invite you to communicate your needs to us and we’ll do what 
we can to help.  Call the office at 444-5016. During our time of transition, church officers are 
available to visit with you and assist in arranging pastoral care.  

 
 

We are available to all members who need a spiritual lift for themselves or for a 
loved one who is ill or just needs the prayers of his or her friends. Call the church 
office at 444-5016 or Libby Underhill at 444-9774. 

Prayer Chain 

May Service Chair:  Judy Rossi (218) 835-8925 
 

Harry and Noemi Aylesworth 444-4464 Gloria Phelps 444-6972 
Morris and Judy Damp   444-7205 Velma Ward 444-5471 
Donna Dickinson    751-2158 
Wanda Burke    751-8280 

4 Juanita Bahr 
17 Betty Murray 
19 Grace Privratsky 
27 Helen Spaulding 
28 Irene Keil 
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                   FINANCIAL REPORT—Month Ending  March 31, 2018 
 Total Income               $  9,628.60  
 Total Expenses                $  9,059.02       
 Net Income               $      569.58     
 Memorial Fund  $13,310.71 
            Endowment Fund  $73,109.37  
      Communion Served—52 

From the Church Office 
Communion in April:  Bob and Nancy Weber 
Serving/helping with clean up:   Bob Weber; Gini Sande; Brenda Miller; Joyce Ackerman 
Communion in May:   
Set-up:   Bob and Nancy Weber 
Serving/helping with clean up:    Joan Forbes, Gloria Phelps, Libby Underhill, Barb 
McGregor, Joe Forbes    
Head Usher:   Gloria Phelps 
    Ushers:                          Greeter         Liturgists: 
May 6        Joan Forbes 
May 13        
May 20  Dixie Wirkus   Gini Sande 
May 27       Dixie Wirkus Ruth Andersen 
       

Supper Club @  Lazy Jacks  
6735 Fairgrounds Rd NW 

Bemidji, Minnesota 56601  
(218) 333-3934  

Supper Club will be meeting  Friday, May 18th at Lazy Jacks  at 5:30.  Please sign up at the 
church office: by email; presbji@paulbunyan.net –or– by phone; 444-5016, on or before 
Wednesday, May 16.  
                                           This is an evening full of joy, laughter and good food.   

All are welcome! 
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 4th Sunday Benevolence for May: 
THE PENTECOST OFFERING -- BUILDING A LIFE OF FAITH 

 
“O God, from my youth you have taught me, 

and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.” 
~ Psalm 71:17 

 
The Pentecost Offering unites us in a churchwide effort to sup-
port young people in Christ and inspire them to share their faith, 
ideas, and unique gifts with the church and the world. 
 

Each year on Pentecost Sunday (May 20, 2018), we celebrate the 
gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the church.  The Holy 
Spirit remains with us still, connecting us with the church of the 
past, continuing to inspire the church of today, and pointing us to 
the church of the future.   
 

Studies show that a foundation of faith established during child-
hood through young adulthood, helps ensure lifelong faith and 
service.  Psalm 71 testifies to this same truth.  Verse 17 says “O 
God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your 

wondrous deeds.”  The patterns and lessons established during these formative years con-
tinue to bear fruit throughout a person’s life.   
 

By giving to the Pentecost Offering, one of the four Special Offerings of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), we are nurturing the faith of those who are the church to come; children, 
youth, and young adults.  
 

A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young 
people, and also address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering can be 
retained by individual congregations wanting to make an impact in the lives of young peo-
ple within their own community. The remaining 60% is used to support ministries of the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency: 

Young Adult Volunteers 
Ministries for Youth 
Children-at-Risk 
Pentecost Offering Financials 
 

When you give to the Pentecost Offering, you help to enrich the lives and deepen the faith 
of youth in your church and around the world.  If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. 
 
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/pentecost 
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UPDATE ON PASTORAL SERVICES 
 It was the Administration Committee's recommendation that the session approve the last 
draft of the working agreement  for pastoral services with Henry H. (Chip) Holt. 
 
The position of a lay pastor is not an installed position, not requiring election by the congre-
gation. However, it is essential that the congregation support the session's invitation to Chip 
to serve as lay pastor. A lay pastor is a ruling elder commissioned to particular pastoral ser-
vice, with specific authorization as determined by presbytery, such as moderating the ses-
sion, administering the sacraments, and officiating for marriages. 
 
It is the intention of session to recommend that the congregation elect Chip Holt to the or-
dered ministry of ruling elder at a special meeting of the congregation called for April 29, 
2018, and to ask the presbytery to commission him to pastoral service for our church. Chip 
has become a church member by letter of transfer, which will be publicly recognized at the 
special congregational meeting.  If the way be clear, Presbytery could authorize Chip’s com-
mission at their May 3 meeting; the service of commissioning could be held June 3. The in-
tention is that he would begin serving First Presbyterian immediately. 
Due to the publishing date of this newsletter, recent updates can not be included.   Watch 
the weekly bulletins for updates or contact a session member (Bill Beck, Leroy Hill, Cheryl 
Hiltz, Bob Weber, Donna Dickinson, Duane Hayes) if you have questions. 

For all who worship at First Presbyterian, thank you.  From 
our small congregation came a bounty for the Food 
Shelf.  We brought 131 pounds of various supplies to help 
those in need.  Awesome!  In addition to this a very gener-
ous amount was given for the Fourth Sunday Benevo-
lence.  A heartfelt thank you to those who give generously 
of their time to help “man” the 4th Wednesday shift at the 
Food Shelf store.  They are:  Becky Bastien, Kelly Burnetta, 
Donna Dickinson,  Joe and Joan Forbes, Betty Hanson-
Lehman, Cheryl Hiltz, and Gini Sande.  I am humbled.  The 
Food Shelf thanks you and so do I.   
Godspeed, 
Linnea Mostad 

The Mary-Martha Circle will meet on Wednesday, May 16th at 1:30 pm at Raphael’s Bakery 
on 319 Minnesota Ave NW which is just 1 block south of the church.  
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First Presbyterian Church                                             
Bemidji, MN 
April 2,  2018 
 
The monthly stated meeting of the session of First Presbyterian Church was held in the church con-
ference room on April 2, 2018 at 1:00 pm.  The meeting was opened with prayer by Moderator Rev. 
Arlin Talley.  

 
ELDERS PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUORUM:  Duane Hayes, Bill Beck, Donna Dickinson, Bob We-

ber, Leroy Hill 
ELDERS ABSENT AND EXCUSED:  Cheryl Hiltz 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Clerk of Session Mary Hayes, Chip Holt 
 
QUORUM DECLARED 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA   
MEETING MINUTES  The minutes from the March meeting were accepted. 
    
CORRESPONDENCE:  
Presbytery will meet on May 3 in Ely. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT was accepted.  
First Presbyterian Church, Bemidji, MN, Clerk’s Report, April 2,  2018 

Weddings:  none   
Baptisms:  none 
Deaths:  none  
New Members: none 
Return to Active Membership:  none 
Request Transfer of Membership: Bob & Pat Matheny to First Presbyterian Blackduck 
To Inactive Roll:  none 
Removed from Membership Roll:  none 
Communion:  April 1    52  served.  Duane Geisler officiating.    Serving:  Bob Weber, Brenda 

Miller, Joyce Ackerman, Gini Sande, Donna Dickinson 
Membership as of  April 2, 2018:  110 

 
 FINANCIAL REPORT  No report 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 Administration/Worship 
RECOMMENDATION Approve the church usage fee schedule from 2006 as revised March 29, 2018.  
See schedule below.  Approved. 
RECOMMENDATION  to change insurance companies to American Church Group.   Conditional ap-
proval. Duane will check if they offer the same coverage as the current company, Church Mutual. He  
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may also check with two more insurance companies that are approved for churches. 
RECOMMENDATION It is the Administration Committee's recommendation that the session approve the last 
draft of the working agreement [for pastoral services] with Henry H. (Chip) Holt.  
 
The position of a lay pastor is not an installed position, not requiring election by the congregation. However, 
it is essential that the congregation support the session's invitation to Chip to serve as lay pastor. A lay pastor 
is a ruling elder commissioned to particular pastoral service, with specific authorization as determined by 
presbytery, such as moderating the session, administering the sacraments, and officiating for marriages. 
 
It is the intention of session to recommend that the congregation elect Chip Holt to the ordered ministry of 
ruling elder, and to ask the presbytery to commission him to pastoral service for our church. If the way be 
clear, Presbytery could authorize Chip’s commission at the May 3 meeting; the service of commissioning 
could be held June 3. The intention is that he would begin serving First Presbyterian immediately. 
 
A special Meeting of the Congregation is called for April 29, 2018, to be held during the service of worship, 
for the purpose of nominating and electing Henry H. (Chip) Holt to the ordered ministry of ruling elder. His 
installation and ordination would follow immediately. 
 
Outreach  No report 
 
OTHER BUISNESS 
 
Next Meeting:   Tuesday, May 15, 1:00 pm at church with Rev. Arlin Talley moderating.   
The meeting was closed with prayer at 2:09 PM.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,           
___________________ 
Mary Hayes, Clerk of Session 



  Sundays 
  10:00 Worship Service 
  11:00 Fellowship May 2018 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

       
  

 
1 2 

 
 
6:30 pm 
Calvary Chapel 

3 
 

4 
 

5 

6 
 
 
Duane Geisler 
preaching 

7 
 
 
 
 
5:00 pm  
Bell Choir 
 

8 
 
 
1:00 Session 
Meeting 

9 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Calvary Chapel 

10 
 
 
 

11 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 
 
 
Chip Holt  
preaching 

14 
 

 
5:00 pm  
Bell Choir 
6:00 pm  
Boy Scouts 
 

15 
 
 
 

16 
1:30-Mary-
Martha Circle 
at Raphael’s 
 

6:30 pm 
Calvary Chapel 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 
 

Supper Club @ 
Lazy Jacks 
5:30 pm 
 

19 
 

20 

 
Chip Holt 
Preaching 
 

21 
 
 
5:00 pm  
Bell Choir 
6:00 pm  
Boy Scouts 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Calvary Chapel 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 

27 
Tony Peffer 
Preaching 
 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 

30 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Calvary Chapel 

31   

       


