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Chip’s Chatter  

 
Looks like I have a lot of space to fill in this 
month’s newsletter.  The COVID Confinement 
seems to be taking a rather large toll on our 
church’s activities.  However, that doesn’t 
mean nothing is being done!! 
 
This past month, we’ve started having short 
video presentations, distributing them via email 
and also placing them on our website. I thank 
all of you for your positive feedback on these 
“sermonettes”. If you haven’t seen our website 
recently, now is a good time to get reac-
quainted with it.  I intend to start using this tool 
more as we grow out of our confinement.  It 
can be a great way to keep people informed! 
 
Years ago, I remember a pastor suggesting we 
need to keep a journal of all the things God 
has done for us.  You might recall King David 
always remembered what God had done for 
him even in the midst of anger and lamenting.  
David would bluntly lay out his issue before 
God.  He would then remember and then offer 
the whole thing up to God. King David did this 
repeatedly in his Psalms.  No matter the cir-
cumstance, lamenting, anger, cursing, or even 
praising God, David always remembered what 
God had done for him.  When he called out in 
despair, he also remembered.  Remembering 
gave him encouragement and hope for a better 

tomorrow. 
 It serves as great way to get us out of our 
“funk” and clear our minds. 
 
A few years ago, when I was living in the 
Twin Cities, I used to enjoy a radio show in 
the afternoon entitled “Garage Logic”.  It was 
a fictitious town located in Gumption County, 
north of Diversity Ville and south of Liberal 
Lakes. Joe Soucheray, was the “mayor” of 
Garage Logic and a place where “common 
sense” prevailed.  When Soucheray was in-
troduced, the narrator would say, “Now 
here’s a man who doesn’t journal…..Joe 
Soucheray.”  I was a wonderfully fun show 
where people were ranked by how many cyl-
inders they owned.  It was referred to as their 
“Cylinder Index.”The “Mayor of Garage 
Logic”, did not appreciate journaling 
 
I remember, long ago, I had a pastor who 
said we should all keep a journal of the 
blessing we have received from the Father.  
We need to make detailed notes so as to re-
member fully what God has done for us. 
Journals are a place where we can reflect on 
what is happening to us or has happened to 
us.  We can reason and think about whatever 
is on our minds.  My mother used to keep a 
Gratitude Journal.  I have it today and still 
find inspiration from the things she wrote. Re-
cently, I was researching for a short message 

May 
The newsletter is consider-
able shorter than normal 
but these are not normal 
times.  We hope and pray 
we can get back to 
“normal” soon.   
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and looked through notes I had on the subject.  In 
those notes was a referral to a section of my 
“Journal Number 2”.  It was written in 2014 and 
contained many of my deepest thoughts on the 
subject of “trust”.  I sat and read it, probably for 
this first time since I wrote it in 2014. Because of 
the journal, I had little difficulty remembering all 
the thoughts that had gone into writing those 
things. 
 
Many people consider journals an important tool.  
In fact, it has been said we can write ourselves 
back into sanity by journaling.  And, what is 
amazing, it doesn’t need to be fancy or even to-
tally coherent.  I heard someone describe their 
journal as just basic facts and that it was not all 
“prettified”. It doesn’t need to be day to day like a 
daily log book.  For me, I write when I am most 
alone and especially while I am on retreat.  Oh 
the power of writing as you listen to God! 
 
So it is in these days.  As we sit in our homes 
during the COVID confinement, it can become a 
great time for remembering all the blessings we 
have.  But, we need to write them down in as 
much detail as we can remember.  We can also 
keep a daily log, slightly different from a journal, 
as to how we survived COVID-19 in order to hand 
in on to future generations.   Let’s make the best 
use of our time apart and remember all the good 
God has done to us and for us.  Let’s be thankful 
for all that we have.  The key is not to have all we 
want, but rather want all that we have. 
 
On another note, I have some wonderful news.  
On Saturday, April 25th, during a private cere-
mony, our new members Kate Bartlett and Jarad 
Syrstad were united in marriage.  The ceremony 
was private due to COVID-19.  The couple is 
planning a full scale “wedding” the last Saturday 
in April of 2021.  The ceremony will consist of re-
newing their marriage vows made on April 25th.  
What a day that will be! 
 
 
 
 

 

The wedding of Kate Bartlett and 
Jarad Systad, Saturday, April 25th.  
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 FINANCIAL REPORT—Month Ending 3-31-20 

Monthly requirement to meet our budget  $10,705.00  

           Total Income  $10,761.49 
 Total Expenses    $  9,622.51 
  Net Income        $  1,138.98 

 

Thank you for supporting our church 

April:  No communion was held in April 

From the Church Office 

Sunday Worship Attendance  
Report  
 No Services 

THERE WILL BE NO SUPPER CLUB  
FOR THE MONTH OF  

May.  
DETAILS WILL FOLLOW ABOUT JUNE. 

Head Usher—                                        Greeter                                Liturgists: 
April 5    On hold until further notice 

4 Juanita Bahr 
19 Grace Privratsky 
27 Helen Spaulding 
28 Irene Keil 

May Service Chair:     On hold until further notice 

All churches are experiencing financial difficulties during this Covid19 crisis and as a re-
minder we would like for you to mail us your weekly pledges. 
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Church Ladies with Typewriters: 
Before  the use of computers and spell-check programs became a common practice, the production of the weekly parish 
bulletin was typically overseen by parish staff members with typewriters.  The following are among many delightful 
bloopers that have appeared in church bulletins. From Saint John’s Abbey  “Abbey Banner” Spring 2020 
 
• Don’t let worry kill you—let the church help. 
• Thursday night—Potluck supper. Prayer and medication to follow. 
• Remember in prayer the  many who are sick of our church and community. 
• For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 
• The rosebud on the alter this morning is to announce the birth of David Alan Belzer, the sin of Rev. and 

Mrs Julius Belzer. 
• This afternoon there will be a meeting in the South and North ends of the church.  Children will be bap-

tized at both ends. 
• Bertha Belch, a missionary from Africa, will be speaking tonight at Calvary Methodist.  Come hear Bertha 

Belch all the way from Africa. 
• This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on the alter. 
• At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be “What is Hell?” Come early and listen to our choir 

practice. 
• Our youth basketball team is back in action Wednesday at 8 P.M. in the recreation hall.  Come out and 

watch us kill Christ the King.   
• Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale.   It is a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around 

the house.  Don’t forget your husbands. 
 

Be sure to watch the web site Firstpresbji.com  
for all updates and messages from Pastor Chip.  
You will see on the first page the dates of the sermonettes. Just click on them and you will be con-
nected. 
If you have any questions, please call the church and you will be prompted to press 1 to talk to Pas-
tor Chip. 

 Pastor Chip is here everyday from 10:00-11:30 and12:30 until 2pm.  Shirlee is here Tues and Thurs 
and works from home the other days. 

Friends of First Presbyterian 
**Regrettably, we are suspending access to our building during the COVID-19 pandemic.  We are 
taking this action to protect our essential staff. 

**If the outer door is unlocked, the office is open.  Just press the doorbell inside and someone will 
come down to meet you.  We will conduct business through the glass in non-emergency situations. 

**There is usually someone in the office Monday thru Friday from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. and again from 
12:15 – 2:00 p.m. 

 


