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A Church Wide Appeal 

 

I have elected to use this month’s newsletter 
article as an appeal to the entire membership 
and friends of First Presbyterian Church. 

 

COVID 19  has impacted all of us to some de-
gree or another.  Experts agree we are entering 
the post-pandemic phase and “things are begin-
ning to look up.”  Yet, for many people, there 
are lingering effects of the illness.  Some of 
those are a loss of smell or taste, depression, 
anxiety, joint/muscle pain just to name a few.  
Some of us who have had the virus can attest 
to some of the lingering effects.  These effect 
people. 

 

There are lingering affects to the pandemic ex-
perienced by organizations.  Businesses are 
having a hard time returning to pre-COVID 
ways of conducting business.  Some busi-
nesses are still be negatively impacted by these 
lingering effects to their organization. People 
are refusing to come back to the office and in-
sist on working from home.  Churches, as an 
organization, are also experiencing lingering 
effects on their congregations and the church’s 
ability to carry out its mission, message, and 
purpose to do “kingdom work” for the Lord. 

 

Across most denominations, churches are ex-

periencing a 30% reduction in Sunday atten-
dance.  For some, this means a 30% loss of 
income.  Fortunately, we are not experienc-
ing that yet.  However, the 30% translates 
into the ability of the church to carry out its 
functions.  Churches report difficulty in find-
ing Sunday School teachers, membership in 
choir has shrunk, and, volunteerism all have 
shrunk by 30%. 

 

We are seeing this effect in our own church.  
Prior to COVID, our average Sunday atten-
dance was 40 plus or minus 2.  Today, our 
average attendance hovers around 28:  a 
30% reduction.  Before COVID we had 
about 6-8 people helping in the kitchen.  To-
day, that number is around 3-4.We have 
tried to re-instate coffee fellowship but only 
have enough volunteers to do it twice a 
month.    We need to have coffee fellowship 
every Sunday! Likewise, it is becoming 
harder to fill the positions of Greeter, Head 
Usher, and Liturgist.  Assuming the same 
30%, this means one of those three func-
tions is negatively impacted every Sunday. 

 

We need to get folks back to routine church 
attendance and back to the Fellowship so 
needed for our faith to mature.   One of the 
ways to do this is to re-start Pot Luck meals.  
I have proposed to the Session that the third 
Sunday of every month be designated as 
“Table Fellowship.”  This means we are go-
ing to have members bring in some dish, put 
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it on a serving table, and have a “Pot-Luck” early 
lunch.  We will use paper plates, plastic silver-
ware, plastic drinkware, etc.  Each person will 
ensure they pick-up after their meal.  There will 
be some clean-up, but we hope to minimize it as 
much as possible. 

 

In another attempt to draw people back to fellow-

ship time, we will be giving away a fresh pie from 

Perkins to some lucky person who decides to 

participate in coffee fellowship. This will begin in 

November.  You will receive a ticket as you get 

your coffee and a drawing will be held towards 

the end of the time together.  If we can resume 

coffee fellowship every Sunday, then the pie 

give-a-way will be randomly selected and you 

will go to coffee fellowship to determine if you 

have a chance to win.  It might be a lot of fun! 

 

Here’s the appeal:  If you have any skill, talent, 

or desire to help with the mission of the church, 

please call Shirlee and let her know your inter-

est.  We will get your name to the correct per-

son. 

Our most immediate need is for Head Usher, Li-

turgist, and Kitchen Help.  Please consider re-

turning to not only attending church, but partici-

pating in the fellowship that follows.  We need 

you and MISS you! 

 

In Christ 
Paster Chip 
 
         
 
 

 
 
 
 
        Winter Winds 
    by Terri Lea 
 
 

Winter winds 
Begin to blow, 
To foretell 
The coming Snow. 
 
Colored leaves now 
Dance in the air, 
Falling softly  
As Tree’s turn bare. 
 
Birds of Summer 
Fly away home, 
Gone from sight 
The garden’s Gold 
 
Dreams of Summer’ 
Soon fade away. 
Bring us to  
The colder days 
 
Winter winds 
Begin to blow 
To foretell 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT—Month Ending 8-31-2022 

Monthly requirement to meet our budget  $10,705.00  

           Total Income   $  7701.80 
           Total Expenses        $  8844.55 
           Net Income              $(1142.75)     

Thank you for supporting our church 

From the Church Office 

Sunday Worship Attendance  
Sept 25 27 
Oct 2  27 
Oct 9  30 
Oct 16 28 
Oct 23 24 

November Head Usher:   Cheryl Hiltz 
     Liturgist    Greeter 
November 6   Bill Beck    Kathy Burger 
November 13  Dianne Roholt   Bev Novak 
November 20  Mary Hayes    Brenda Miller 
November 27  Libby Underhill   Gini sande  

November Birthday 

 Donna Enfield 

3  Suzy Langhout 

29   Bob Hiltz 

Supper Club will be meeting on Thursday,  November 17  
Please call Dianne Roholt directly at 444-2859 for your reservations! 

                    This is an evening full of joy, laughter and good food.   
            All are welcome! 

At 
5:30 

CK Dudley’s 

If we have left off your birthday, please let the office know, 444-5016 

Serving  Communion: Jenny Miller & Brenda Strowbridge Kitchen: Terri Murray  
Setting up Communion: Gloria Phelps 
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November Benevolence 
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program 

 

 

During this season of unrest and change, we depend on our Church, faith, family and 
God’s grace to see us through. Together, our gifts work to build God’s household 
where all can find shelter, where all can find love. Your generosity helps build a Mat-
thew 25 Church: a home of wholeness for people in need, especially those suffering 
from the impacts of the current crises, disrupting the cycle of poverty.  Your gener-
osity creates a space for justice, dismantling systemic racism, and it enlivens the 
Church, giving voice to the declaration that we, the church are not dying, but are 
filled with vitality and live.  

A Season of Peace is upon us, which culminates with the Peace & Global Witness Offering, usually taken on 
World Communion  Sunday, we have the opportunity to promote the Peace of Christ in our own communi-
ties and around the world. Congregations are encouraged to use up to 25% of this Offering, with the remain-
der going to your mid-council and the  Presbyterian Mission Agency to support this same mission of peace.  

Thank you, again, for giving to enable all people to know God’s life-giving welcome in Jesus Christ.  Together, 
we are the church, building the household of Christ.  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking 

 

We are resuming Seekers. Meeting in 
the conference room on Wednesdays at 
12:00pm.  

We will embrace the topic Christianity in 
America with Stephen Nichols. Come 
prepared for lively discussions. We may 
learn something and have fun while do-
ing it.  
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First Presbyterian Church             
 APPROVED:  10-18-22              
Bemidji, MN 
September 20, 2022 
 
The monthly stated meeting of the session of 
First Presbyterian Church was held in the Con-
ference Room on September 20, 2022, at 1:00 
pm.  The meeting was opened with prayer by 
Moderator, Pastor Chip Holt.  
 
ELDERS PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUO-

RUM: Donna Dickinson, Cheryl Hiltz, Linnea 
Mostad, Terri Murray, and Gloria Phelps.  

 
QUORUM DECLARED 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA - MSP to approve  
 
MEETING MINUTES - MSP to approve the min-

utes from the August Session meeting.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE   

Thank you from Presbytery Mission 
regarding our recent Pentecost of-
fering 

Thank you from 1st City Singers for the 
use of practice space in the church 

Thank you from Marlene Zeck 
 
CLERK’S REPORT  
First Presbyterian Church, Bemidji, MN, Clerk’s 
Report - September 20, 2022 
Weddings: None  
Baptisms: None 
Deaths: 0  
New Members: None 
Return to Active Membership: None 
Request Transfer of Membership: None 
Removed from Membership Roll: 0  
Communion: September 4, 2022: 26 served 
Membership as of September 20, 2022: 68 
Sunday Worship Attendance:  

 
 
 

August 
21st: 23 

August 
28th: 

28 

Sept. 
 4th: 26 

Sept. 
11th: 30 

Sept. 
 18th: 29 

FINANCIAL REPORT - Finances from August 
were reviewed.   

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Administration/Personnel Chairper-
son: Donna Dickinson; no report 

Buildings & Grounds Chairperson: 
Terri Murray; still waiting for a 2nd 
estimate for landscaping the front 
of the church; new lock purchased 
for the shed; an estimate was re-
ceived for redoing the asphalt on 
the parking lot; discussion was 
held on digitizing the church sign-
age.  Chip will contact Ross Lewis 
and NFLX for estimates. 

Finance & Stewardship Chairperson: 
Cheryl Hiltz; no report 

Adult & Christian Education Chair-
person: Linnea Mostad reported 
the next Seekers class will start 
Wednesday, October 5th.   

Outreach Chairperson: Linnea Mo-
stad reported that First Presbyteri-
ans served at the Bemidji Food 
Shelf the 4th Friday in August.  Dis-
cussion was held regarding in-
creasing our advertising in the 3 
newspaper venues. 

Worship & Music Chairperson: Gloria 
Phelps; Discussion with Chip re-
garding the upcoming Advent sea-
son; a new organist sub has been 
contacted and has agreed to fill in 
as needed. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS  

Computer Committee: Chairperson: 
Cheryl Hiltz; no report 

Kitchen Fellowship Committee: 
Session Contact Person: Cheryl 
Hiltz; A motion was made and sec-
onded to approve the names of 
Libby Underhill and Brenda Miller 
to be added to the Kitchen Check-
ing Account.  Motion passed 
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Nominating Committee: Chairper-
son: Cheryl Hiltz; no report 

 
New BUSINESS  

Bemidji Chorale is considering the use 
of the church for its Christmas 
Concert.  MSP to grant permission 
of this use if the Chorale should 
decide. 

Chip has been asked and agreed to 
be moderator of the Blackduck 1st 
Presbyterian Church Session 
meetings.  He will also serve com-
munion on a quarterly basis.  This 
is a temporary position until the 
church secures a minister. 

Hope House has requested use of the 
Fellowship Hall and Kitchen for 
their annual Thanksgiving Dinner – 
November 17th from 3-7pm.  MSP 

MSP to renew the rental agreement 
for Calvary Chapel to use a Sun-
day School room for their Youth 
Group as needed. 

MSP to donate two cemetery plots 
back to Greenwood Cemetery per 
their request. 

A check from United Campus Ministry 
was donated to the church on be-
half of John Yingling. 

 
 
Next Meeting:  October 18th at 1:00 pm. in the 

conference room.  Chip will moderate.  
 
MSP to adjourn with prayer at 2:40 pm. 
  
Respectfully submitted,    

       
 
 
Libby Underhill 
Clerk of Session 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Best Short Church Signs Sayings 

Cremation is your last chance for a smok-
ing hot body.  

Cross Training inside! 

Even dying churches donate their organs. 

Forbidden fruit creates many jams. 

Get connected, Upload A Prayer. 

I was addicted to the hokey-pokey but I 
turned myself around. 

If we could mind our biscuits, life would 
be gravy. 

If you haven’t heard from God lately, Try 
sending some knee mail. 

Invest here. 100% return guaranteed. 

If Your Life Running On Empty? Free 
Fillups Here Every Sunday! 

Our Safe combination: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit! 

Some people are like buttons, always 
“popping” off when they don’t need to. 

The man who tries to walk two roads at 
the same time will split his pants.  

Life a mess?  Try Jesus the original 
quicker pickerupper. 

Put your troubles in Holy pockets! 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  1 

All Saints’ 
Day 

2 3 4 5 

6 
 
Pastor Chip 
Communion 
Fellowship 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
7pm Scouts 

8 9 
 12pm-Seekers 
 
 
 
6:30 Calvary 
Chapel 

10 11 12 

13 
 
Pastor Chip 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
7pm Scouts 

15 
 
1:00 pm 
Session Mtg.  

16 
12pm-Seekers 
 
 
6:30 Calvary 
Chapel 

17           3-7 
Hope House 
Thanksgiving 
 

5:30pm Supper 
Club  at CK 
Dudley 

18 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 
Pastor Chip/ 
Table Fellow- 
ship 

21 
 
 
 
 
7pm Scouts 

22 
 
 

23 
 
12pm-Seekers 
 
 
6:30 Calvary 
Chapel 

24THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 

25 26 

27 
Pastor Chip 
Hanging of  
The Greens/ 
!st Sunday in 
Advent 

28 
 
 
 
7pm Scouts 

29 30 
 
12pm-Seekers 
 
 
6:30 Calvary 
Chapel 

   

       

  Sundays 
  10:00 am 
   Worship                  

11:00am 
   Fellowship 

 

First Presbyterian Church,  
501 Minnesota Ave NW,  Bemidji, MN 56601 

218-444-5016 
Email:  presbji@paulbunyan.net 

Website: Firstpresbji.com 


