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Chip’s  
Chatter 

The other day I was attending worship while on 
my study leave/vacation.  Within the opening 
words of the service, I felt as if fresh breath 
was entering my lungs.  It was clean, uncon-
fused breath.  It had a sense of certainty and 
comfort I hadn’t felt for some time.  Immedi-
ately, the old hymn “Breathe on me Breath of 
God, fill me with life anew” came to my mind.  
Later in the day, I thought of a more contempo-
rary song by Michael W. Smith entitled “This is 
the Air I breathe.” 
 
The Bible reports several instances where God 
breathed life into people.  One of the most fa-
miliar stories comes from Ezekiel 37.  The 
prophet Ezekiel envisioned himself standing in 
a valley of dry bones from those who had been 
slain. Ezekiel hears the Lord and carries out a 
prophecy.  We read: 
 
T h e n  h e  s a i d  t o  m e , 
"Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 
`Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! ... 
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; 
prophesy, son of man, and say to it, `This is 
what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from 
the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
into these slain, that they may live. '" 
 
Of course, the breath is the Spirit indwelling 
the bones and giving them life.  So it is with us. 
So, I began to think about the process of 
breathing.  You might recall I have spoken sev-
eral times about the importance of the “head- 
 

heart” interconnect where we have split our 
spiritual worship into more of a “head knowl-
edge” than a “heart knowledge”.  It wasn’t 
always the case as the “Age of Enlighten-
ment” spilt the two and today we downplay 
the importance of the “heart” in our spiritual 
worship. 
 
But what keeps the heart beating?  It needs 
air to convert its muscle contraction into the 
life giving heartbeat.  I think of First Respond-
ers who are trained to give “mouth to mouth” 
resuscitation.  I wonder how that is done dur-
ing this pandemic.  What about the brave 
firefighters that must don a tank of air hooked 
to a face mask that enables them to breathe 
and rescue fire victims and save property?  
In my first career, I had to wear an oxygen 
mask all the time to ensure I was getting oxy-
gen/air so that I could work in an environ-
ment where there was little air to breath.  
What about mountain climbers to carry small, 
portable, oxygen tanks with them.  And, how 
many people do we know that depend on 
supplemental oxygen in order to just live and 
carry out their lives. People who suffer from 
sleep apnea know the importance of wearing 
their breathing gear at night. 
 
Each person gets their air from a clean, dedi-
cated source. Air includes water which is 
turned  into food for us.  But isn’t that what 
the Word of God is?  Yes, we hear with our 
ears and absorb the message into our  
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As autumn approaches, I encourage all of us to 
get outside.  Remove whatever “mask” you 
have that is inhibiting breathing and breathe in 
the cool, clean, fall air. Then, admire God’s 
magnificent Creation.  Remember, too, God’s 
covenant is with all of creation, not just we hu-
mans.  It is a great time to re-read Genesis and 
see how many times God makes His covenant 
with all Creation.  Take time to sing or simply 
read the lyrics to “Breathe on Me Breathe of 
God.” 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what Thou dost love, 
And do what Thou wouldst do. 

hearts.  But the message is transmitted through 
the air.  Someone exhales with their voice to 
share the gospel with us.  It can come in simple 
conversation or via the singing voice or even by 
the arrangement of notes in a musical score.  
So, now imagine this, my heart is aligned to 
God.  I hear the Word of God spoken by others.  
I breathe in the air and it gives life to my heart. 
When I exhale, I have the ability to exhale the 
Word of God.  I have the ability to touch some-
one else’s life.  It is like a continuous circle.  But 
there is even more. In a hymn by A. B. Simpson, 
the chorus states this incredible fact: 
 

I am breathing out my sorrow, breathing out my 
sin; I am breathing, breathing, breathing, all Thy 
fullness in. 

When we fully breathe-in the spirit, we receive 
Christ into all our parts.  Our heart is nourished and 
strengthened. 
Notice one thing:  What if there is some sort of 
obstruction reducing my ability to breathe?  One 
of the great complaints about wearing the 
COVID masks is that it is hard to breathe.  We 
inhale with restriction and exhale with restriction.  
While we all know this is temporary and neces-
sary, I think it has a somewhat symbolic effect 
on our hearing the Word of God.  I wonder if a 
case could be made that these masks are filter-
ing out the Word of God. I know for a fact the 
masks make it difficult to understand someone 
who is speaking with a mask on.  I wonder what 
other things we place in front of our breathing-in 
the Word of God. But sometimes, no matter how 
hard it is, we need to breathe in the Word of God 
in order to sustain our lives.  Sometimes, we 
have to work at our faith.  Sometimes, it can be 
easy going with our faith and sometimes it is not.  
Sometimes our faith struggles.  And, it is during 
these times, we sometimes must even “force” 
our prayers.  Here is where discipline plays a 
helpful role in getting us through these low 
points.  I wonder if exhaling with restriction also 
slows down the process of breathing out our sor-
row and well as our sin. 

The “Seekers” are returning. 

 The “Seekers” study group is return-
ing.  On Wednesday, Oct 7 at NOON, 
we will gather in the Fellowship Hall 
using social distancing and 
masks.  We will be viewing presenta-
tions by the late Ravi Zacharias, a 
well-known Christian Apologist.  Dr. 
Zacharias frequently appear on col-
lege campuses and other venues to 
logically present the gospel to people 
who were frequently opposed to 
Christianity. He addresses several 
“current events” topics.  The plan is to 
view one of the videos and discuss 
what we heard.  It should be ex-
tremely informative and a wonderful 
opportunity to address current events. 

Return of Bible Study 
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The Marquee outside the church.  

As you all know, our church is open on Sundays for regular services. 
We are getting close to also having regular fellowship hour following 
the service.  Please watch for all updates.  We do miss all of you!! 

We would love to see you!! 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT—Month Ending 7-31-20 

Monthly requirement to meet our budget  $10,705.00  

           Total Income  $  13,299.41 
           Total Expenses     $    6,580.92 
  Net Income         $    6,718.49 

 

Thank you for supporting our church 

COMMUNION 
Communion Set Up for October:  Barb McGregor and Linnea Mostad 
Serving/helping with clean-up:  Duane and Mary Hayes 

From the Church Office 

Sunday Worship Attendance  
Report  
Aug. 30     27 
Sept. 6       30 
Sept. 13 27 
Sept 20 30 
 

Head Usher— 
                                        Greeter                                Liturgists: 
October 4     Brenda Miller   Libby Underhill 
October 11     Donna Dickinson   Betty Hanson-Lehman 
October 18     Linnea Mostad   Dianne Roholt 
October 25     Elaine Rex    Ruth Andersen 
     

                              

October Service Chair: Brenda Miller 

Duane & Mary Hayes  218-694-2290 Marlin Kimmes  751-1971 

Gloria Phelps   444-6972  Dianne Roholt  444-2859 

1   Joyce Ackerman 

5   Naomi Lowth 

9   Dona Mae Naylor 

15   Ken Paulson 
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SUPPER CLUB, October 15 @ 5:30,  
At 

TUTTO BENE 
300 Beltrami Ave NW 

                   Supper Club will be meeting on Thursday,  October 15. 
Please sign up at the church office: by email presbji@paulbunyan.net–or–by phone; 444-5016  
                    This is an evening full of joy, laughter and good food.   

            All are welcome! 

 

The Benevolence for October goes to  
The Wolfe Center 

A nighttime shelter for chronic homeless peo-
ple struggling with chemical dependency.  Able 
to house 16 people during the winter months. 
Serving single adults 18+ years old, male or fe-
male.  Showers and laundry facilities are avail-
able on site. Clients CAN be intoxicated upon 
arrival. Hours of access: 8 p.m. to 8 a.m.  7 days 
a week. 
 
The Wolfe has consistently offered shelter for 
more than 400 guests in the winter months.  

In years past, the shelter was open from Octo-
ber through April. However, this year because 
of the virus they had to get creative. They 
moved the center to a hotel for awhile and 
when they deemed it safe they came back to 
the center. The Wolfe will be open in Septem-
ber through May.  

"We were saying when we had enough money, 
we would stay open longer," Olson said. "May 
and September, like we're seeing now, can be 

cold and rainy. People can still succumb to hy-
pothermia when it's above freezing. Our 
guests may already have compromised im-
mune systems. So we've always wanted to 
stay open longer.  

"When you look at the services we provide, 
you'd be hard pressed to find an organization 
that could do what we do at the amount 
we've spent," Olson said. "We served more 
than 400 people through last season with over 
2,000 night stays. Some years we've done it 
for a lot less. The year before our budget was 
south of $100,000. We'll get the job done 
however we can, but it can be a lot more diffi-
cult."  

Remember these are people who have fallen 
on hard times.  They are our neighbors with 
stories, gifts and problems. Financial  dona-
tions are also welcome.  Checks can be made 
to Nameless Coalition for the Home-less, PO 
Box 353, Bemidji, MN 56619 
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Dear Friends, 
I just read the September Newsletter. Thanks 
for keeping me aware of the 1st Church in 
Minnesotas activities. 
My husband is unable to leave the house at 
this time and we are concerned about bring-
ing the virus home to him. 
Please know I miss being at our cottage and 
attending worship with you.  We pray next 
year will be better. 
I’ve been attending in-person worship here in 
Fort Dodge. 
Peace to you 
Marlene Zech 
(James and Marlene Zech are from Iowa and 
come up in the summer to their cabin and 
they attend church with us on Sundays.) 
 
 

 

           THANK YOU 
 
We would like to extend our thanks to 
Bill Beyer and Peter Nordquist for assist-
ing us as Pulpit Supply when Chip was on 
vacation.  We really appreciate you. 

Why is October the best month? 

 The beauty of the changing leaves. Every 
year, nature puts on the ultimate show as 
the leaves change color. There's no bet-
ter month of the year than October to 
enjoy the vibrant colors of the leaves, 
whether you take a scenic drive or head 
off for a proper weekend vacation to get 
the full effect of the Fall foliage.  
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As my two sons were climb-
ing into the back seat of our car, Eric, five, 
yelled, “I call the left side!” That didn’t sit well 
with Ron, four. “No, I want the left side!” “I 
want the left side!” “No, I want the left side!” 
Intervening, I said, “Since Eric is older, he can 
have the left side.” “Thanks, Dad!” said Eric. 
“Which side is left?” —Josh Weston  
 
Teaching is not for sensitive souls. While re-
viewing future, past, and present tenses with 
my English class, I posed this question: “‘I am 
beautiful’ is what tense?” One student raised 
her hand. “Past tense.” Reema Rahat, in Reader’s 
Digest International Edition 
 
My 11-year-old takes his homework seriously. 
One question required him to write a sen-
tence using the word version. His sentence: 
“Have you heard of the version Mary?”  
 
After I paid for my items in an adorable Italian 
shop, the salesperson smiled and said 
“Grazie,” Italian for “thank you.” My Italian 
isn’t very good, but I knew that the Italian 
word for “you’re welcome” was the same as 
the name of a spaghetti sauce. So I confi-
dently replied “Ragú!” and walked out of the 
store. A few blocks later, it hit me: I had the 
wrong spaghetti sauce. “You’re welcome” is 
prego.  

 
 
 
 

 
I had a chance encounter with a pastor who 
told me about a wonderful event held at his 
church. “We had a singing group the other 
day that performed without instruments,” 
he said. “A cappella?” I asked. He shrugged. 
“I don’t remember the name of the 
group.” —Wade Hampton    
 
 
I’m a nurse in a hospital’s children’s ward. 
One night, I was at the nurses’ station when 
I heard a little boy in his room talking. He 
kept the patter up for some time. Finally, I 
got on the intercom and said softly but 
firmly, “All right, Johnny, it’s time to go to 
sleep now.” There was quiet in the room, 
and then he said, “OK, God, I will.” I didn’t 
hear a peep from him until morning. —J.C.  

New Church Office Hours 

Mon and Fri:    11:30am to  2:00pm 

              Tues, Wed and Thurs:  

               10:00am  to  2:00pm 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
    1 2 3 

 

4 
Chip 
Communion 

5 6 7 
12:00 Return of  
Bible Study 
 
 
 
Calvary Chapel 
6:30 

8 9 10 

11 
 
Chip 
 

12 
 
 
 
Scouts 6:30 

13 
 
 
 

14 
12:00 Bible 
Study 
 
 
Calvary Chapel 
6:30 

15 
 
 
 
5:30 Supper 
Club-Tuttu Bene 
 

16 17 
 

18 
 
Chip 

19 
 
 
 
 
Scouts 6:30 

20 
1 pm Session 
Mtg 

21 
12:00 Bible 
Study 
 
 
Calvary Chapel 
6:30 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 

24 

25 
Guest pastor 
Bill Beyer 
 

26 
 
 
 
Scouts 6:30 

27 28 
12:00 Bible 
Study 
Calvary Chapel 
6:30 

29 30 31 

       

  Sundays 

  10:00 Worship                  
Service 

  11:00 Fellowship 

October 2020 


