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Chip’s  
Chatter 

I was reading some recurring emails I get from 
an organization called Church Leaders.  It pro-
vides interesting and current information on 
what is happening with regard to faith matters 
and how it affects both pastors and congrega-
tions.  I read, with great interest, a recent arti-
cle entitled “Church after COVID 19 – Why 
bother going back?” 
 

Recently, I wrote to you about someone I met 
who told me they were never going back to 
church.  Yes, they admitted, they would be 
missing out on fellowship and being around 
other Christians.  They also admitted going to 
church today is too complicated.  It is much 
easier to get up Sunday morning, prepare their 
morning coffee, and watching a church service 
while still in their pajamas!  Can’t get much 
simpler than that! 
 

But we, like many other churches are facing a 
new situation; making the case to return to 
church even after the COVID pandemic 
passes.  The article I read asks an even bigger 
question: “what is the point of church anyway?” 
The article goes on to list several thoughts and 
I will attempt to paraphrase some of them. 
 

Communion – One important dimension of 
gathering no electronic device can replace.  
Even crackers and juice at home miss the 
mark. 
 

Gathered Worship – A significant aspect of be-
ing part of a church.  If I stay home, something  

is missing.  And, my absence diminishes 
what the church can accomplish and my at-
tendance is a “tangible means of participation 
in the kingdom.”  We cannot carry out our 
mission when we choose not to return.  
“Physical participation matters.” Simply log-
ging on will not fulfill participation. 
 
The article lists four reasons for attending 
church in person again. 
 
1.  “Weekly fellowship in a church body ori-
ents my loves.” 
 
2. “Weekly fellowship in a body reminds me 
that following Jesus means joining God’s 
family.” 
 
3.  “Weekly fellowship in a church body en-
ables me to participate in God’s work of 
grace in others.”  “Making an effort to show 
up encourages our leaders and upholds their 
ministry.” 
 
4.  “Weekly fellowship in a church body 
means declaring allegiance to the kingdom of 
God.” 
     “The church is a visible witness to the un-
seen reality of God’s kingdom.” 
 

We are, indeed, facing challenging times.  
Shortly after I read this article, we had our 
Presbytery of Northern Waters meeting.  It 
was held via ZOOM and lasted in excess of 4 
hours!  As part of the meeting, two young  
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simplified process, probably similar to years 
gone by. 
 
See you in church!! 
 
Pastor Chip 

men addressed the group.  They were full of en-
thusiasm that was almost contagious.  However, 
they asked a very mature question:  “If your 
church was to close, would anyone notice?” 
It is clearly acknowledged the members would 
notice.  But the point of their question was to 
have churches examine themselves and see 
what impact the church is having on not only the 
members, but also on their community and sur-
rounding area.  They also brought out a very im-
portant thought:  “We are ‘saved’ to serve.”  Of 
course this gives us a purpose.  But, did you 
know you “serve” our congregation every time 
you come to worship when you are able?  Your 
presence “serves” others. When we come to 
church, we develop in faith and we find our-
selves actively engaging the community. 
 
So, here we are, in the middle of a pandemic, 
with several restrictions placed on us.  It appears 
regulators are restricting our freedom to worship 
in an effort to keep us “safe.”  Yet, these same 
regulators allow full blown shopping, gathering in 
bars and restaurants, etc.  It seems contradic-
tory to me.  First Presbyterian, working with the 
Session, has developed a workable COVID-19 
Protection Plan.  And, as of November 1, we will 
be returning to Fellowship Coffee again after 
church.  Again, we have developed a workable 
COVID Protection Plan that meets safety as well 
as applying common sense. 
 
Finally, I wish to assure everyone if you fall in 
the high risk category, do what you need to do to 
keep safe.  There is no shame in staying home 
during the pandemic.  I would just ask that you 
consider returning to church once again when 
this is all over or you have developed a better 
sense of what measures are being taken for a 
“safe” worship experience. 
 
COVID-19, in addition to reducing attendance, 
has had another impact for our church family.  
We will be starting our stewardship campaign 
this year.  However, it will not be like the last 
couple of years.  We are returning to a more  
 

 
 
 
 

The “Seekers” have returned 

 The “Seekers” study group has re-
turned.  On Wednesday,  at NOON, 
we gather in the Fellowship Hall using 
social distancing and masks.  We 
view presentations by the late Ravi 
Zacharias, a well-known Christian 
Apologist.  Dr. Zacharias frequently 
appear on college campuses and 
other venues to logically present the 
gospel to people who were frequently 
opposed to Christianity. He addresses 
several “current events” topics.  we 
watch one of the videos and discuss 
what we heard.  It is a wonderful way 
to discuss current events. 

Return of Bible Study 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT—Month Ending 9-30-20 

Monthly requirement to meet our budget  $10,705.00  

           Total Income  $ 10,389.99  
           Total Expenses     $   8,283.68  
  Net Income         $   2,106.31  

 

Thank you for supporting our church 

COMMUNION 
Communion Set Up for November:  Cheryl Hiltz, Gloria Phelps 
Serving/helping with clean-up:  Virginia Sande, Brenda Miller 

From the Church Office 

Sunday Worship Attendance  
Report  
Oct    4 24 
Oct   11 24 
Oct   18         24 
Oct   25 26  
 

Head Usher—Gloria Phelps 
                                        Greeter                                Liturgists: 
November 1    Brenda Miller    Laurie Nordquist 
November 8    Gini Sande     Libby Underhill 
Nobember 15   Linnea Mostad    Bill Beck 
November 22   Carla Erickson    Ruth Andersen 
November 29   Barb McGregor    Dianne Roholt 

                              

November Service Chair:  Dianne Roholt 

Joyce Ackerman   218-407-0869     Harry & Noemi Aylesworth   760-6119/760-4689 

Morris & Judy Damp       444-7205     Donna Dickinson           751-2158 

Bonnie Miller           821-4306 

3  Suzy Langhout 

29 Bob Hiltz 
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SUPPER CLUB, November 19 @ 5:30,  
At 

Brigid’s Pub 
317 Beltrami Ave NW 

                   Supper Club will be meeting on Thursday,  November 19. 
Please sign up at the church office: by email presbji@paulbunyan.net–or–by phone; 444-5016  
                    This is an evening full of joy, laughter and good food.   

            All are welcome! 

November Benevolence 
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program 

 

During this season of unrest and change, we depend on our Church, faith, family and God’s 
grace to see us through. Together, our gifts work to build God’s household where all can find 
shelter, where all can find love. Your generosity helps build a Matthew 25 Church: a home of 
wholeness for people in need, especially those suffering from the impacts of the current cri-
ses, disrupting the cycle of poverty.  Your generosity creates a space for justice, dismantling 
systemic racism, and it enlivens the Church, giving voice to the declaration that we, the 
church are not dying, but are filled with vitality and live.  

A Season of Peace is upon us, which culminates with the Peace & Global Witness Offering, 
usually taken on World Communion  Sunday, we have the opportunity to promote the Peace 
of Christ in our own communities and around the world. Congregations are encouraged to use 
up to 25% of this Offering, with the remainder going to your mid-council and the  Presbyte-
rian Mission Agency to support this same mission of peace.  

Thank you, again, for giving to enable all people to know God’s life-giving welcome in Jesus 
Christ.  Together, we are the church, building the household of Christ.  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking 
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 First Presbyterian Church                                       
      
Bemidji, MN 
October 19, 2020 
 
The monthly stated meeting of the session of 
First Presbyterian Church was held in the 
church fellowship hall on October 19 at 1:30 
pm.   The meeting was opened prayer by 
Moderator Pastor Chip Holt.  

 
ELDERS PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUO-

RUM:  Gloria Phelps, Palmer Berg, Donna 
Dickinson, Linnea Mostad, Libby Underhill 

ELDERS ABSENT AND EXCUSED: Cheryl Hiltz 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Clerk of Session, Mary 

Hayes 
 
QUORUM DECLARED 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDAMSP to adopt the 

agenda with addition of one item. 
 
MEETING MINUTES The minutes from the 

August 18session meeting were ap-
proved. 

   
CORRESPONDENCE Presbytery Meeting info 

was received. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT was reviewed. 
First Presbyterian Church, Bemidji, MN, 
Clerk’s Report   October 19, 2020 
Weddings: none 
Baptisms: none 
Deaths: Arlene Hazel (Klingbeil) Lee January 
3, 1929-August 23, 2020 A celebration of life 
will be held at a later date. Interment South 
Arm Cemetery in Turtle River Township. 
New Members: none  
Return to Active Membership: none 

Request Transfer of Membership: Harold 
and Diane Vanleeuwen, former active 
members. 
Removed from Membership Roll: None 
Communion: Sept. 6 - 30 came forward.     
Libby Underhill and Donna Dickinson serv-
ing. 
October 4 -24 came forward.      
Duane & Mary Hayes serving.   
Membership as of October 19, 2020     70 
Sunday Worship Attendance   August  23 

22 , 30-27,  Sept. 6-30, 13-27, 20-30, 
27-31, October 4-26, 11-25,  18-24 

 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT Finances from August 

reviewed.  
.    
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration/Personnel Chairperson: 

Donna Dickinson No report 
Buildings & Grounds Chairperson: Palmer 

Berg No report 
Finance & Stewardship Chair person: 

Cheryl Hiltz Chairperson Hiltz is seeking 
committee members for stewardship.  
They will work on a stewardship plan 
to be implemented before the end of 
2020.  It should be presented to Ses-
sion for approval at the November Ses-
sion meeting. 

Adult & Christian Education Chairperson: 
Linnea Mostad No report. 
Outreach Chairperson: Libby Underhill No 

report Our church no longer has an as-
signed day at the food shelf, but  
church members continue to volun-
teer. 

Worship & MusicChairperson: Gloria 
Phelps Volunteers are needed for head 
usher. 
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Computer Chairperson: Cheryl Hiltz No report 
Kitchen Session Contact Person: Cheryl Hiltz  

No report. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Note of informal session action since August 
Meeting:  Informal canvass of Session by Pas-
tor Chip on 9-14-20 was made to determine if 
the cancelled September Session meeting 
could be held at members’ home. Consensus 
was to not hold the meeting due to Covid con-
cerns. Informal canvass of Session by Pastor 
Chip was made on 10-5-20 – church will re-
main open for services under current Covid 
plan despite a report of a visitor with positive 
Covid test on Sept. 30 after attending on Sept. 
27. 
Our scout troop requested approval for their 
purchase of a trailer. They do not need finan-
cial support for this.  As sponsoring organiza-
tion, our tax ID number would be used and it 
would come under our insurance.  MSP to ap-
prove. 
Chip proposed the following amendment to 
the church Covid plan. MSP to approved the 
amendment with fellowship resuming No-
vember 1. 
 
After worship Fellowship AMENDED October 
19, 2020 
After worship Fellowship will return sub-
ject to Session Approval. 
 
Procedures for after worship Fellowship: 
 
Coffee to be served will be acquired “off site.” 
Any snacks/cookies etc. will also be acquired 
“off-site” by an authorized kitchen and will be 
individually wrapped. The First Presbyterian 
Kitchen will remain totally closed. 
Attendees are invited to the basement Fellow 
 
 

 
 

ship Hall.  All attendees will wear masks 
when entering.  They will then proceed to 
the serving line for coffee.  A single, masked 
and gloved, server will pour coffee into a 
paper cup and will provide a napkin.  Atten-
dees will then proceed to a table of their 
choice.  If snacks are offered the individual 
will serve themselves from the pre-
wrapped choices available. 
 
Seating will be staggered so that no one is 
sitting directly in front of another.  Masks 
may be removed with eating and drinking.  
Once complete, attendees will return to 
wearing their masks.  Attendees will be re-
sponsible to deposit their trash in a garbage 
can prior to leaving. 
 
Next Meeting: November 17 at 1:00 pm. In 

the fellowship hall.  Chip will moderate.  
 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer led 

by Pastor Chip at 3:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   

      
  

___________________ 
Mary Hayes, Clerk of Session 
 
 

New Church Office Hours 

Mon and Fri:    11:30am to  2:00pm 

              Tues, Wed and Thurs:  

               10:00am  to  2:00pm 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
1Chip 
Communion 

2 
 
 
 
 

Scouts 6:30 

3 
 

4 5 6 7 
 

8 
Chip 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
Scouts 6:30 

10 11 
12:00 Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
Calvary Chapel 
6:30 

12 13 14 

15 
 
Chip 

16 
 
 
 
Scouts 6:30 

17 
 
1 pm Session 
Mtg 
 
 

18 
12:00 Bible 
Study 
 
 
Calvary Chapel 
6:30 

19 
 
 
 
5:30 Supper 
Club at Brigid’s 
Pub 

20 21 
 

22 
 
Bill Beyer 

23 
 
 
 
 
Scouts 6:30 

24 
 

25 
12:00 Bible 
Study 
 
 
Calvary Chapel 
6:30 

26 Thanksgiving 27 
 

28 

29 
Chip 
 

30 
 
 
 
Scouts 6:30 

     

       

  Sundays 

  10:00 Worship                  
Service 

  11:00 Fellowship 

 


