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Chip’s  
Chatter 

The other day I was driving home listening to 
one of my favorite CD’s in my car.  It was 
“Intimacy with the Almighty” by Chuck Swin-
doll. This CD is interspersed with talking and 
supporting worship songs.  It caused me to 
look back into some old journals to see where I 
had made some notes.  I have journaled, on 
and off, for the last 20 years or so.  It is a good 
exercise to look back in time and see how 
much we’ve grown or even changed. 
 
As I thumbed through the pages, I found the 
outline of a self-study I had done on the sub-
ject of spiritual dryness.  As I looked over my 
notes it seemed oriented to an individual ex-
periencing a “season away” from God.  But as 
I studied it more and more I began to wonder if 
there were outside events that can greatly in-
fluence our season of “dryness.”  And, by the 
way, Moses, Elijah, Jesus, Paul, David, Martin 
Luther, Kierkegaard, and Mother Teresa, all 
experienced senses of dryness so we are in 
good company. 
 
Here are some of the causes: 
  Sin 
  Undernourishment and inertia 
  Overfeeding and overstrain 
  Disregard of our body 
  Loss of balance 
  Impatience/self-pity 
  Burnout 
  Overwhelming circumstances 
 
 

Possible cures 
 ` Forgiveness 
  Discipline and responsibility 
  Religious fasting 
  Diet and exercise 
  Playful serenity 
 
Notice these seem to be focused on the indi-
vidual.  What I began to ask myself was:  Are 
there events/things in our daily environment 
that are beyond our ability to control that can 
cause spiritual dryness?  As I think about it, 
the answer is yes!  It is COVID and what it is 
doing to our faith journey. 
 
We are indeed fortunate to have returned to 
worship, all be it, in greatly reduced numbers.  
Any there are many folks, who have correctly 
decided to stay home until either a vaccine is 
found or better treatment options are avail-
able.  It is for people in this category I worry 
most about spiritual dryness.  Even though 
we have made great efforts through elec-
tronic media to keep people involved, there is 
nothing like fellowship on Sunday to share 
our worship experiences.  I am also con-
cerned people will have developed habit pat-
terns of worship through electronic media 
and not return to regular worship when all 
this is through.  I recently spoke with some-
one (not a member of our church family) who 
told me they were never planning to go back 
to worship.  It was too easy to sit and drink 
coffee and watch church in their pajamas!! 
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During COVID, it is even more paramount we 
continue our faith discipline.  It might mean set-
ting time aside each day to pray.  (Some people 
like to light a candle to help set the mood and 
remind themselves of the Holy Spirit.)  Perhaps 
to read scripture, maybe 6 – 8 verses and truly 
contemplate each one carefully.  Perhaps, to 
sing a song when no one is around as your act 
of worship.  No matter what you do, we must 
keep it up during these “dry days of COVID”. 
 

Henri Nouwen, in his daily devotional “Bread for 
the Journey” writes: 
 

Sometimes we experience a terrible dryness 
in our spiritual lives.  We feel no desire to 
pray, don’t experience God’s presence, get 
bored with worship services, and even think 
that everything we believed about God, Je-
sus, and the Holy Spirit is little more than a 
childhood fairy tale. 
 

Then it is important to realize that most of 
these feelings and thoughts are just feelings 
and thoughts, and that the Spirit of God 
dwells beyond our feelings and thoughts.  It 
is great grace to be able to experience God’s 
presences in our feelings and thoughts, but 
when we don’t, it does not mean that God is 
absent.  It often means that God is calling us 
to greater faithfulness.  It is precisely in 
times of spiritual dryness that we must hold 
on to our spiritual discipline so that we can 
grow into new intimacy with God. 
 
If COVID is the source of this season for you, 
recognizing is half the battle.  You might try en-
suring you are able to see either videos of our 
sermons and our mailed out emails or perhaps 
watch worship on regular TV.  I am available 
24/7 to assist you during this COVID confine-
ment. 
 

May your faith journey continue to grow during 
these difficult times. 
 
Chip 

The “Seekers” are returning. 

 The “Seekers” study group is return-
ing.  On Wednesday, Oct 7 at NOON, 
we will gather in the Fellowship Hall 
using social distancing and 
masks.  We will be viewing presenta-
tions by the late Ravi Zacharias, a 
well-known Christian Apologist.  Dr. 
Zacharias frequently appear on col-
lege campuses and other venues to 
logically present the gospel to people 
who were frequently opposed to 
Christianity. He addresses several 
“current events” topics.  The plan is to 
view one of the videos and discuss 
what we heard.  It should be ex-
tremely informative and a wonderful 
opportunity to address current events. 

Return of Bible Study 
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Pastor Chip will be on vacation for 2 weeks in September, beginning Saturday, Sep-
tember 12 until Saturday, September 26.   

If you need assistance please call Pastor Chip on his cell: 1-651-353-0029.  He is al-
ways available to you by phone. 

The Marquee outside the church.  

As you all know, our church is open on Sundays for regular services. 
We are getting close to also having regular fellowship hour following 
the service.  Please watch for all updates.  We do miss all of you!! 

We would love to see you!! 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT—Month Ending 7-31-20 

Monthly requirement to meet our budget  $10,705.00  

           Total Income  $  6,431.02 
           Total Expenses     $10,027.36 
  Net Income         $ (3,596.34)     

 

Thank you for supporting our church 

COMMUNION 
Communion Set Up for September:  Morris and Judy Damp 
Serving/helping with clean-up:  Libby Underhill and Donna Dickinson 

From the Church Office 

Sunday Worship Attendance  
Report  
Aug. 2     33 
Aug. 9     20 
Aug. 16   26 
Aug. 23   22 
 

Head Usher—Cheryl Hiltz 
                                        Greeter                                Liturgists: 
September 6:    Barb McGregor   Libby Underhill 
September 13:    Elaine Rex    Bill Beck 
September 20:    Gini Sande    Dianne Roholt 
September 27:    Terri  Murray   Ruth Andersen 

                              

September Service Chair-Vera Weis 

Betty Hanson-Lehman  751-2133  Jan Kuleta  751-1732 

Richard & Mary Lou Miller   333-1323  Dixie Wirkus 553-0796 

10 Jeannine Brooks 

13 Susan Cronemiller 

23 Libby Underhill 
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SUPPER CLUB, September 17 @ 5:30,  
At 

Perkins Restaurant & Bakery 

                   Supper Club will be meeting on Thursday,  September 17th. 
Please sign up at the church office: by email presbji@paulbunyan.net–or–by phone; 444-5016  
                    This is an evening full of joy, laughter and good food.   

            All are welcome! 

The Benevolence for September  goes to Bemidji 
Meals on Wheels. 

What is Meals on Wheels? 

The Meals on Wheels service delivers hot meals to seniors in their 
homes or in community centers across the United States. The or-
ganization consists of more than 5,000 independent local pro-
grams, and more than 2 million people volunteered through Meals 
on Wheels . 

Donors and the Older Americans Act provide funding for Meals on 
Wheels. The organization also asks recipients to pay for meals if they are able, although pay-
ment is not required. In addition to providing food for individuals who can't leave home, 
Meals on Wheels notes that its delivery service provides a valuable safety check for seniors 
who live alone. 

How does Meals on Wheels determine eligibility? 

Meals on Wheels determines eligibility on an individual basis, with priority given to individu-
als who are at least 60 years old and have a health condition that prevents them from shop-
ping for or preparing their own meals. Younger persons with qualifying conditions are ac-
cepted as well.  

Meals on Wheels programs are in place in nearly every city in the United States. The organiza-
tion provides not only meals, but also companionship, transportation, pet food deliveries and 
home repairs to many eligible participants. However, in areas where many seniors live in pov-
erty and isolation, waiting lists for service are often long. According to current data, 9.3 mil-
lion Americans over the age of 60 struggle with hunger, 14.8 million are living alone, and 17.6 
million have trouble paying for their basic needs. 
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F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h                                       
      
Bemidji, MN 
August 18, 2020 
 
The monthly stated meeting of the session of 
First Presbyterian Church was held in the 
church fellowship hall on August 18 at 1:00 
pm.   The meeting was opened prayer by 
Moderator Pastor Chip Holt.  

 
ELDERS PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUO-

RUM:  Gloria Phelps, Palmer Berg, Donna 
Dickinson, Linnea Mostad, Libby Under-
hill, Cheryl Hiltz 

ELDERS ABSENT AND EXCUSED: none 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Clerk of Session Mary 

Hayes 
 
QUORUM DECLARED 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDAMSP to adopt the 

agenda. 
 
MEETING MINUTES The minutes from the 

July 14 session meeting were approved. 
   
CORRESPONDENCE None 
 
CLERK’S REPORT was reviewed with correc-

tions made. 
First Presbyterian Church, Bemidji, MN, 

Clerk’s Report   August 18, 2020 
Weddings:none 
Baptisms: none 
Deaths:  Joyce Evangeline Hardt passed 

away  July 29, 2020 at 90 years. Service on 
August 7, 2:00 PM at Cease Funeral Home in 
Bemidji.  Interment Debs Cemetery. 
 
 

Note is made of the passing of friend Judy 
Rossi on April 1, 2020. 
 
Note is made of the passing of former 
member Roger Ricci on June 29, 2020. 
 
New Members: none 
Return to Active Membership: none 
Request Transfer of Membership: none 
Removed from Membership Roll:None 
Communion: August 2 - 31 came for-

ward.     Joan Forbes and Palmer 
Berg serving.   

  
Membership as of August 18, 2020     71 
Sunday Worship Attendance   July 19 – 

33  July 26 - 24 August 2 - 33 A u -
gust 9-20 August 16-26 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT Finances reviewed.  
   
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration/Personnel Chairperson: 

Donna Dickinson No report 
Buildings & Grounds Chairperson: Palmer 

Berg Decisions about roof repair need 
to be made.  Written cost estimates 
need to be gathered before work can 
begin.  Door stops on the inner main 
entrance doors will be replaced. 

Finance & Stewardship Chairperson: 
Cheryl Hiltz. The ‘donation’ button on the 
church website has been taken down af-
ter discovering fees are charged for its 
use. MSP to authorize original account 
designee Gloria Phelps to change the sec-
ond account designee from Jan Gross to 
the church treasurer, who will be listed by 
name.  
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 Approved.  The current treasurer is Cheryl 
Hiltz.    

Adult & Christian Education Chairperson: Lin-
nea Mostad No report. 

Outreach Chairperson: Libby Underhill No re-
port  The marquee will be updated. 

Worship & Music Chairperson: Gloria Phelps 
Candles are refilled every two weeks. 

Computer  Chairperson: Cheryl Hiltz Files and 
payroll are being transferred onto Quik-
Books. This requires extra hours for which 
Bookkeeper Lynn Johnson will need to be 
paid. 

Kitchen Session Contact Person: Cheryl Hiltz  
No report. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
There are no updates on the proposed AW-

COL Charter School gym use contract. 
A funeral for non-member Barbara Phelps will 

be held in the sanctuary on August 31. 
Chip will be gone in mid September so no ses-

sion meeting will be held. 
The reinstatement of fellowship following ser-

vices is under discussion. 
 
Next Meeting: October 20 at 1:00 pm. in 

church conference room.  Chip will moder-
ate.  

 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer led 

by Pastor Chip at 2:25 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    

       
___________________ 
Mary Hayes, Clerk of Session 

Q: What do you get when you cross a 
cocker spaniel, a poodle, and a rooster? 

A: A cockerpoodledoo! 

>>>>> 

Q: What kind of sports car does a cat 
drive? 

 A: A Furrari.  

>>>>> 

Spotted on a Laundromat corkboard: 
“Please keep clothes on while doing 
laundry.” —Sue Connor  

>>>>> 

We need a 12-step group for compul-
sive talkers. They could call it On Anon 
Anon. Paula Poundstone  

>>>>> 

We all make mistakes. Some are just 
more public than others, like these real 
newspaper typos: “Here the bridal cou-
ple stood, facing the floral setting, and 
exchanged cows.”     Modesto News-
Herald (California) “It took many rabbits 
many years to write the Tal-
mud.” Holland Evening Sentinel 
(Michigan) “Mrs. ____ fell down stairs at 
her home this morning, breaking her 
myhodudududududududosy, and suf-
fered painful injuries.”    Ohio paper “A 
headline in an item in the Feb. 15th edi-
tion incorrectly stated ‘Stolen Groceries.’ 
It should have read: 
‘Homicide.’”    Enquirer-Bulletin From 
Just My Typo, by Drummond Moir  

Three Rivers Press 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  1 2 3 4 5 

 

6 
Chip 
Communion 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 
 
Bill Beyer 
 
Chip gone 
for 2 weeks 

14 
 

15 
 
 
1:00 
NO session 
meeting 

16 17 
 
 
5:30 
Supper Club 
At Perkins 

18 19 
 

20 
 
Peter  
Nordquist 

21 22 
 

23  24 
 
 
 

25 
 

26 

27 
 
Chip 

28 29 30    

       

  Sundays 

  10:00 Worship                  
Service 

  11:00 Fellowship 

September 

Chip on Vacation 

Chip on vacation for 2 weeks 


